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Phone: (02) 49 81 1444 
E-mail:  tomaree.high@det.nsw.edu.au 
http://www.tomaree-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/ 

Salamander Way 
Salamander Bay   2317 

 

Year 10 students recently participated in a Try-A-Trade 
day held at Grahamstown Sailing Club.  Over 40 trade 
areas were represented, enabling the students to have 
practical hands on experience in 6 different trades ranging 
from electrical, hairdressing, animal care, welding and 
gardening.  Students were provided with information and 
advice from people employed in the trade as well as 
making/planting/drawing and constructing items to take 
home.  The day was organised as part of our Real Futures 
program for Year 10, allowing them to explore options 
about the workforce. 
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Careers Advisor 
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As the semester draws to an end I would like to take the 
opportunity to let parents know a few of the interesting 
events occurring at Tomaree High. 
Ten Year Anniversary 
It certainly does not seem 10 years since we made that 
eventful symbolic walk from the old Nelson Bay High 
site to our brand new school here at Tomaree. I remember 
the event well and this Friday will see a re-enactment of 
the walk with our current student population. We are 
endeavouring to use it as a fundraising activity with the 
aim of raising sufficient funds to cover our outdoor 
basketball facility. Mrs McCleer has been very busy 
organising the day which should prove to be a fantastic 
event. 
On completion of the walk Mr Wagland and his team 
have organised an interesting series of activities and rides 
back at school to cater for students of all ages. 
Star Struck 
Well done to the large contingent of 83 students made of 
participants and selected CAPA audience in the 2008 Star 
Struck production. 34 students were involved as dancers 
and 18 took part in the drama aspect of the show. Some 
very long hours were involved but the final result was 
worth it. Thank you to Mrs Knaggs and Ms Jones for 
their tireless efforts and to all the parents who had to do 
the late night pick ups. This was a great experience for 
the school’s CAPA students. 
Real Futures 
The Real Futures Charter Signing was held in the MPC 
last Tuesday. The messages delivered by ex-footballer 
and TV personality Peter Sterling were well received. I 
first met Peter when he was in Yr 10 at Kooringal High in 
Wagga Wagga, over thirty years ago. He not only can 
“talk the talk”, he “walks the walk” as well. His values 
relating to mentors and goal setting need to be taken on 
board as well. His mentor Jack Gibson’s saying "the more 
I practise the luckier I get!!” has a place in every 
student’s philosophy. 
The Port Stephens Real Futures program also received a 
significant financial boost with SITA Environmental 
Services, Soldiers Point Lions Club and Newcastle 
Airport signing on as major financial sponsors. Narelle 
MacBean and her team need to be commended on their 
running of this wonderful program. 
SMS Notification 
Next term we are going to introduce a new system where 
student absences will be directly notified using a text 
message to the mobile phone of a contact parent. This 
system will offer a number of advantages including the 
facility for parents to officially notify an absence using a  
return SMS. The starting date for this is still not definite 
at this time. 
Yr 10 Formal 
There have been a number of questions posed to the  

 
school in relation to a Yr 10 formal being run by the 
school. We need to point out that the school does not 
sanction a formal for Yr 10 and will have no role to play 
in holding one. We do not view the School Certificate as 
an exit credential and would dearly like all students to 
continue at school until the completion of their Higher 
School Certificate after which a school formal is held. 
Girls Soccer 
Congratulations to Mr Lyon and his team of U-16 yr girls 
who have made the regional semi-finals. Led by captain, 
Marnie Parfitt and with the solid defence of Naomi 
Medlin and goalie Sophie Saunders the team had 
achieved some excellent results. They now play reigning 
state champion, Hunter Sports High, in the semi-final. 
Emily Harris has been the leading goal scorer ably 
supported by Victoria Hawthorn and Rachelle Zoricic. 
Girls Hockey 
Congratulations also to the girl’s hockey team who were 
placed third in the region at last week’s carnival. I know 
that a large proportion of the team are only in Yr 7 and I 
am sure that Mr Brown has high expectations for the girls 
in future years. 
Computer Roll-out 
Our school was successful in its application in Round 
One of the Australian Government’s National Secondary 
School Computer Fund. This will see an additional 322 
“high end” Laptop computers added to the array of 
technology available to students. How they will be 
utilised is still very much in the development stage but 
the potential to develop wireless networks and the like 
will see great benefits for the students at our school. The 
arrival date is still not known and it still may be some 
time down the track which will enable us to do the 
necessary planning for their introduction. 
Annual School Report 
The Annual School Report has now returned from the 
printers and is available from the school. This report 
outlines achievements and performances for last year as 
well as an evaluation of targets set by the school. It also 
details targets set for this year. Parents can e-mail or 
phone the school and a copy will be posted out to you. 
Students can also pick up a copy from the office. 
 
Thank you to all parents who have been 
so supportive in our push with uniform. 
With the cold weather there has been a 
bit of a reoccurrence in the wearing of 
the hooded jumpers and I am sure most 
would understand the need to be able to 
quickly identify students and non-
students on our campus. SEE YOU 
AT PARENT/TEACHER NIGHT 
ON 29TH JULY!! 

Keith Freeman 
Deputy Principal 
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Geoff Retires! 
 Geoff and Maree Cousins started teaching at Nelson Bay High School in 1981.  Geoff 
taught at Gunnedah then moved to Walgett where he met and married Maree and spent 7 years 
there. 
 School in Nelson Bay was certainly different to Geoff even daunting at times but also 
there were the good times.  Some of the early memories were of Brett Dowker and Heath 
George. 
 His first year 10 class had 5 students and the school had 500 students.  What this group 
lacked in numbers, certainly made up for in ‘quality’. 
 Both Geoff’s children were born while here and they lived for many years at Salamander Bay and then at 
Corlette.  Susan was well served at Nelson Bay and Mark was accepted into and attended Merewether High. 
Geoff had 3 stints as year adviser.  1986 with Robert Gauta, 1992 with Ty Dowker and 2000 with Josh Monin, Matt 
Sharpe and Kristin Peters as notables. 
 In his many years at the school Geoff has been a cricket and soccer coach extraordinaire.  His love of 
cricket is legendary and he still plays to this date.  Geoff was always keen on his squash, from the days at the old 
squash courts in the Bay to the courts at Shoal Bay.  He still enjoys his weekly games. 
 In his time at the school Geoff has worked under 8 principals, all of whom have had an impact on the 
school, all except possibly one who turned up day 1 and said ‘I won’t be back, get in a casual?’ 
 Some of the characters over the years include Daniel Wood, a member of his Odyssey of the Minds group 
who was nearly a millionaire in year 10. 
 Geoff remembers fondly his best class.  This included the likes of Max Allen, Callum McMahon, Daniel 
Ogburn, and Sasha Fitzhenry.  These students had a great love of learning and gained excellent HSC results. 
 Geoff has settled in nicely to retired life, his weekly game of golf on Wednesday with Doug Dohnt and his 
holidays with Maree. 
 We will all miss Geoff as a valued member of both the Maths Faculty and the school in general where his 
genuine interest in both is well known. 

Written by 
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Please find on the back of this newsletter a booking sheet for your son/daughter to arrange suitable times for you to meet 
with their  teachers. 
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Guest Speaker Peter Sterling 
“the harder you practice the 
luckier you get” with James 

White and Sophie Page 
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Sunsets at the Bay at Oaks 
Pacific Blue Resort.  

ABN 47 125 877 670 . 265 
Sandy Point Road  

Salamander Bay NSW 2317 
Australia 

Phone +612 4984 1017 . 
Facsimile +612 4984 1045 . 

info@sunsetsatthebay.com.au . 
www.sunsetsatthebay.com.au 
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Paid Advertisement 

    
  
TERM 2 
Week 10 
30 Jun Yr7 HSIE Excursion—Sydney 
  1 Jul Induction of School Leaders Pds 5 & 6 Formal 
   Assembly 
   Pds 1 & 2 Mrs Smith’s Yr12 Hospitality Class 
   to the Anchorage 
  2 Jul Yr7—10 Assemblies 
  3 Jul Yr12 Newcastle Uni Schools Visit Day 
   Yr11 Task Due—Visual Arts Assessment— 
   Body of Works 
  4  Jul LAST DAY OF TERM 
 
TERM 3 
Week 1 
20 Jul 9pm Departure Yr10 Gold Coast Excursion 
21 Jul School Development Day—Teachers and  
   Staff only 
23 Jul Yr11 PDHPE Excursion First Aid CPR  
24 Jul Yr11 Biology to Botanical Gardens &  
   Australian Museum 6am-6pm 
   Careers Adviser Day Newcastle Airport 
25 Jul Snake Tails Yr7 & 8 Pds 1-4 
   Circus Workshop Pds 5 & 6 Yr7 
Week 2 
29 Jul Yr7-10 Parent Teacher Interviews  

 
 



Tomaree High School Newsletter 26th June 2008 Page 8 

DEFENCE TRANSITION MENTOR  
Debra Mould available Monday, Wednesday & Thursday, 8-15am to 2-30pm.  Email  

address debramould@education.nsw.gov.au or phone on 49811444 Ext 210 
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