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FORWARD TOGETHER

Newsletter Term 3 Week 5 - 21st August 2008

SYDNEY MORNING HERALD
YOUN&® WRITER OF THE YEAR
REGIONAL WINNER

A Star Speckled Sky

‘Clear blue skies—not too much to ask for;
They were here before we came;
Will they be here when we’re gone?’

‘Clean water—not too much to hope for;
It's the basis of our lives,
And without it we are done.’

‘Well, we can keep our eyes upon the skies
And see how the time goes by,
Or we can find our fears
Among the tears
That fall when the meadows cry, cry, cry....’

(Clear Blue Skies—Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young

Jeffrey Bell Yr 11 This is a small snippet of Jeffrey’s entry. Tloenplete story is on
page 3 and 4 of this newsletter
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Principal’'s Notes

Congratulations to Year 11 student Jeff Bell wha ha reports for parents will be distributed in Week @rfh
been named the Sydney Morning Herald Young Writer o 3—starting Mon 15 Sept. This will enable parerdg t
the Year Regional Winner. This is an exceptionalhave access to them prior to the holidays.
achievement. The national format for reporting to parepts
Tomaree High is very proud of the record of its contains less personalised information than preslliou
students in this prestigious competition. Overltdst ten  NSW test program reports. NSW DET will prodyce
years students from our school have been Regionaupplementary reports (Individual Student Repofits
winners on sixoccasions. In 2005, Roxzan Bowes wasparents to provide more information about what ¢ach
the State winner. student achieved in the tests. These additionabrigp
Of course our fantastic English teachers have haavhich will be similar to the student response mnaps
a role to play in this success—particularly Mrs.n&n  provided to schools for ELLA, SNAP and ESSA willlpp
Herman, who has been a tremendous mentor for oube produced for students in NSW government schpols.
students.
We wish Jeff the best at State level. Jeff<pie Last term students had the opportunity to vote tfeg]
is shown on pages 3 and 4 of this newsletter. items of uniform that they preferred. The resultsr
very clear and the items are now being made. Irfit
Our school is close to finalising our 2009-2011attgic  half of Term 4 we will be opening our school uni
Plan, which has had input from staff, students andshop, in the foyer of the MPC. A pricelist is indéd in

parents. The plan has three major focus areas: this newsletter. The company that successfully &

- Lift the literacy and numeracy skills of both baywd for the uniform shop has guaranteed that therehbeilhg
girls to above state average. price rises for 3 years.

- More actively engage students in their learning Please be aware that existing suppliers will gt b

- Improve student attendance to equal or above theestocking our uniform items. This may lead tq a
regional average temporary shortage of some items over the next|few

These focus areas have been decided upon following months. At this time we are experiencing a shortafde
detailed analysis of the data available and extensi school jumpers. However, it is still possible ta@kpup
consultation. Appropriately targeted teacher prifesal navy blue tops at various suppliers. If you [are

learning funding will help underpin gains in theseas. experiencing problems, please give your son or la@up

| would like to specially mention just one area— a note of explanation and attempt to match col@ag|s
attendance. Obviously this is of critical impodan closely as possible (without a hood). Fortunatelys
Without regular attendance success in the firstfoens  students have full uniform at this time.
areas is not possible. We rely on parents to endaie If you do have any spare items of uniform| at
children attend regularly and to notify the schoblthe home, please consider donating them to the school's
reasons for all absences. uniform pool. Just leave it at the office.

Good attendance includes being at school on Whilst on uniform, thank you to all parents who

time, currently a concern with senior studentsaldio  have consistently supported the school’s uniforricp
includes attendance at sport on Wednesday aftesnfoon on shoes. There has been a significant improventient.
Years 9 and 10 students. Failure to regularly dtsport  your son or daughter does not have leather shad$ th
can prevent the award of a School Certificate. cover the foot they may not be able to safely pigndite in
The law has toughened up on school attendancehe full range of learning activities. Safe footwes an
It is now more common for parents (and sometimesOHS requirement. Please only purchase
students) to be prosecuted for failing to attendost  black leather shoes with a stout sole

regularly. More information is available at full leather uppers for school use.
http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/news/announcements

We are at that time of year where wi
need to update all contact details an
mailing addresses. If you have move|

Earlier this year students in Years 7 and 9 sat fo
the 2008 National 'Assessment Prqgram - Literacy and or changed mobile or home phon
Numeracy. At that time we were advised that repodse numbers we need to have these details. | Rob Farley
expected in schools by 22 August. We now expett tha Emergency contact numbers alsd. |Principal

Please contact the office if there are a

changes.
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A Star Speckled Sky

‘It is curious how the reverberations of your chesdravel miles and affect your life forever. Likepple over wate
they travel with great patience ready to overwh#he unexpecting as they glance away. In a worldresman is sf
emphatically absorbed by the tainting lure of luem® engrossed in himself— perhaps just a momieatgyht and a tinj
change could have saved the nation...’

‘Clear blue skies—not too much to ask for;
They were here before we came;
Will they be here when we're gone?’

It is nine pm in Bondi, the sun has set and dagdights of the inner city have come to life. Thegve washed away
the stars; they have dimmed the once luminous mddre aura of civilisation has blanketed the beaaafnthe nighf

sky.

A young man, the age of twenty two, settles in fraiia new plasma screen preparing to watch toisighotball match
His air-conditioner is set at 2Zelsius: the room is cool, relaxing. He is safatked away from the scorching hea
that January night, where beads of sweat form dipemrow of those less fortunate. No, he doedawbtthe intolerablg
heat pulling at his muscles, nor the aching ofjdiists

through his body. He is sheltered from the disawtafof this earth, within his cocoon of such atifiaial world.

The stereo is roaring, and he can almost feelldwe pulse as the crowd screams. The faint beg¢peomicrowave i}
barely audible over the rhythm of the football nmatout the man tediously lifts himself from the ichend marches in

the kitchen. He expeditiously removes dinner fribra microwave and throws it upon the table, higdis tingling
bitterly as the heat journeys deep within his skihe man manoeuvres towards his freezer and tgngiebs an ic

pack. The cool, numbing sensation is overwhelnyimdéasant—soothing on his buzzing skin, but tlee4er doo
remains open as the man consumes his pasta dishe. bldring of horns continues and the smell of egshfumes dri
shyly through the window.... The man is not choking something else is....

What next? Perhaps a spa, he thinks as he turtiteedap. The gush of water can be heard pattélistanctly agains
the base of the bath before escaping effortlesslyndthe drain, and a steamy mist of water vapoutswaebly above
Such a perfect way to end the day, he concludés #essts the waterte-forget about the world around me.

* * %

‘Clean water—not too much to hope for;
It's the basis of our lives,
And without it we are done.’

As the man glances into a shard of mirror lyingolkte at his feet, he is unperturbed to see thessif) age creepirj
about his face. Etchings of a thousand years Hiseeyes, now blackened from exhaustion. The mawem his
calloused hand to his cheek and touches the agheoed skin, reminiscing momentarily of the timeswine felt free
Now, however, he is overwhelmed by the tribulatiohkis ailing life.

As he anxiously steps out into the open, darinfpteake the unsurpassable protection of the stéreites, his eyef
wander to the horizon....

The night sky is speckled with stars again.
But there are no city lights.
The world feels much warmer now.
But there are no air-conditioners.
The country is less populated.
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A Star Speckled Sky Continued

As he turns to the east, the man distinguishegelies of once proud buildings that lined the atyhner streets
Now comparable only to the leases of an oyster dar@rranged thoughtfully between huge expansepei qu
water, they shock the man. He notices that tis¢ tivo floors of each building have been swallowgdhe wrath of
the sea, and anything above battered and tormdaytede fury of innumerable storms. Gaping holed aimiste

cracks decorate the framework of each tower ankeirfragments garnish the tips of every skyscraper...

A feeling of immense horror envelops him. It feadsif someone is squeezing unequivocally on hasth@Vhat havs
we done? What chance have | now? He contemplat&sooding and dejected, he retreats to the stomttestuntil
nightfall in an attempt to escape the sinister .hé#bwever, the weather brings back memories aha tvhen chil
dren laughed and people lived to tell their tal&ifferent to now...” he murmurs, as his eyes wanigethe dimin
ishing supplies. Two tins of camp pie and a hanadfidleshy potatoes standing motionless in theneobeckon t
him. To the man, they are a feast like no otherthis world of desolation they are the king ofdglights. How h¢

man does not.

Awkwardly, he kneels on the rough concrete fload Brgins writing furiously on a commiserable sapapaper.
memory of that night in Bondi appears in his mirdtime when he so selfishly refused to care. Gyabhe realisef
that not even the greatest repentance now canthiteactions of the past, and continues writirig...It was th
changes we did not make that ultimately changediees— the things we did not do that led to thi¥e were stand
ing on the banks of change, but no one dared tastavater until it was all dried up. Global warnginthey sa
caused this. How erroneous! We caused this... &Fayed the only thing that has been faithfulhimusands ¢
generations, we destroyed the world. Once in fayl lalso played a part in our destruction and tgdavait— so pa
tiently—to see what may become of the world. t,waiait, | wait.’

The man sits up again; a solemn look encompas$iniute. He does not smile, for what has he tdesafiout? Hig
story may be fully written but he feels no bett&verything is different now, he thinks, the woiddalways different

The only thing that remains constant to the mdngsdentity....
Now | wait, | wait, | waitto see what will become of that man, to see whitoecome of me.

‘Well, we can keep our eyes upon the skies
And see how the time goes by,
Or we can find our fears
Among the tears
That fall when the meadows cry, cry, cry...’

(Clear Blue Skies—Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young).

DEFENCE TRANSITION MENTOR
This term we have:
Year 12 Trials commencing 25/8/08—5/9/2008
Year 11 Preliminary exams 8/9/2008—19/9/2008
Trial School Certificate for Year 10 17/9/2008—19/2008
BIG term ahead for these years | wish everyotgedf luck with their exams.
DEBRA MOULD
DTM
Debra Mould available Monday, Wednesday & Thursday8-15am to 2-30pm. Email
address_debramould@education.nsw.gov.aor phone on 49811444 Ext 210




Tomaree High School Newsletter 21st August 2008 Page 5




Tomaree High School Newsletter 21st August 2008

Page 6
Paid Advertisement Professiona‘ TUitiOﬂ 0‘%“‘? %TEP&&H/
for all Students Pre-School -Year 12 2.9 S5
*English *Reading *Spelling * Comprehension
* Mathematics * Essay Writing * Study Skills 7 25
Individualised learni iy rigl | ?)&LFP[G CQ:)
ndividualised learning in a caring environment
Fully qualified, committed teachers LITTLE ATHLETICS
Member of the Australian Tutoring Association 2008 - 2009 REGOS

An Even Start Program Tutoring Institution 23 & 30 August 9-12Noon

Athletes Foot Salamander Bay
Improved results guaranteed 21 & 28 August 5-8PM

Call Allyson for your FREE ASSESSMENT 4984 6899 McDonalds Salamander Bay

Ages Groups 4-16 yrs
Competition Meets
Mondays 5-7TPM at

DICK BURWELL OVAL

our new services Tomaree Sports Complex
S Trial Dates Mon 1 & 8 Sep

Season Runs Sep 08—Mar 09
ENQUIRES: 4981 0936 or 4981 3952

Dates for your Diary

TERM 3
Week 6
25  Aug Yrl12 Trial HSC Exams Begin—Week 1 of 2
26 Aug Be Informed Evening with Hunter Valley Yout
Express 6-8pm

Week 7
1 Sep Yrl2 Trial HSC Exams Week 2

; ; Week 8

f;nn.a Bay PUbllIJC StChO(I)I Fetg Commlttehe 8 Sep Yrll Prelimary Exams Week 1 of 2
aving a car boot sale and car was 10 Sep Yrl2 Pd 1 8.15am UNE presentation

Saturday 27th September from 9am to 2p
The cost is $20 per car space and $5 for taplg Week 9
hire (if needed). The car wash will be $3 p 12 gep ;rélcp&eéig;_aryfxgms Week 2
; ; ; q e in
o e oo toward 17 Sep Viao Tral School Certcateryeaty Exams
of the school. There will be a BBQ, cake stal ||l week 10
face painting, lucky dips and much more. 24 Sep Presentation Day Pds 3 & 4 Yr12
you would like to book a space or for moie[l|26  Sep Last Day of Term 3
information contact Raechel Helmes i
49190383 or Email abpsfc@yahoo.comau Week 1
send payment along with your details to Angalli6  oct Yr 12 HSC External Exams Begin
Bay Public School, 191 Gan Gan Road, Anfa
Bay, NSW 2316. Limited spaces, so hurry!
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TOMAREE HIGH SCHOOL
Uniform Shop Price List
ITEM SHOP PRICE
| $3$9

GIRLS
Snr White Blouse with piping 27.00
Jnr Mid Blue Blouse with piping 27.00
Tartan Skirt 2 pleat B 48.50
Navy Stretch Slacks 39.00
Navy Shorts 35.00
Black Tights 9.50

BOYS
Tailored White Shirt 27.00
Grey Beltloop Trousers , 39.00
Grey Beltloop Shorts | 35.00

UNISEX
Snr Custom White Polo 27.00
Jnr Custom Sky Polo 27.00
School Microfibre Jacket 65.00
Navy Woolen Jumper 69.00
School Tie 20.00
SPORT/PE
|

Custom Sport Polo 33.00
Navy Sport Shorts Std Size 24.00
Navy Sport Shorts Super Size 24.00
Microfibre Track Pants 35.00
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